Mono Basin RPAC
Regional Planning Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, December 12, 2012, 6:30 pm, Lee Vining Community Center

Members present: Katie Bellomo, Steve Connett, Lisa Cutting, Alex Flores, Chris Lizza, Mark Logan, Ilene Mandelbaum, Bartshe Miller. Absent: Zane Davis, Lucy Parker. 
Public Attendees and Presenters: Tim Alpers, Tim Banta, Heather deBethizy, Tim Hansen, Wendy Sugimura. 

1. Call to order: 6:41 pm 
2. Public comment:
a. Steve Connett – Steve alerted members of the RPAC to a Bi-State scoping process related to sage grouse that is being led by the Humboldt-Toiyabe. For more information go to: http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/htnf/landmanagement/projects 
3. Ceremonial matter: Appreciation of Supervisors Tim Hansen and Vikki Bauer.    
4. Minutes for November 14, 2012 meeting: Amend minutes to reflect Katie Bellomo as absent from meeting. Motion to approve – Chris Lizza; second – Ilene Mandelbaum. Approved unanimously.    
5. Supervisor’s report:
a. Tim Hansen – The Board of Supervisors passed the revised hunting ordinance for the Conway Ranch with the modifications that the RPAC had agreed on. Tim attended the Red Cross volunteer training. The Board also passed an increase in solid waste fees throughout Mono County.  
b. Tim Alpers – The Inyo has rejected Mammoth Mountain’s plan of non-operation for June Mountain Ski Resort. Mammoth Mountain has 45 days to resubmit a new plan. Regarding the open RPAC member position, Tim will be starting that process from the beginning after January 1st. Interested individuals should complete an application and submit to Mono County Community Development Department.              
6. Chairman’s report: Bartshe listed all the holiday festivities scheduled this year for Lee Vining.        
7. Member’s reports: 
a. Steve Connett: Nothing to report.    
b. Mark Logan: Tioga Pass is closed for the winter season. Lots of rocks on the closed section of road.       
c. Lisa Cutting: Nothing to report.  
d. Ilene Mandelbaum: Distributed the 2013 Master Gardeners Eastern Sierra calendar. Lee Vining has the oldest community garden – 15 years old. It is available to buy at the Mono Market.     
e. Katie Bellomo: Nothing to report.    
f. Chris Lizza: Voiced his concern about the RPAC open position and a specific individual who has applied. This individual has had repeated hostile encounters with many people in the community and Chris believes he should not be considered for RPAC appointment.  
g. Alex Flores: Nothing to report. 
h. Katie Bellomo: After Chris gave his report, Katie then added she didn’t believe that a criminal background check was necessary for a prospective RPAC member appointment.        
8. Lee Vining Community Center subcommittee update (Bellomo, Cutting, Mandelbaum) The subcommittee meeting scheduled for last night was cancelled. Ilene distributed an email response from Rita Sherman, Director of Facilities and Risk Management for Mono County. The email did not address the subcommittee’s questions adequately and so the next step is to arrange a meeting with subcommittee members, Rita Sherman, and Jim Arkens, Mono County Administrative Officer. The goal continues to be clarifying the County’s perspective on the Lee Vining Community Center landscaping – both work done in the past and future work that is needed. If the necessary information cannot be obtained through the meeting with Jim Arkens and Rita Sherman, then a letter to Mono County Board of Supervisors will be necessary.     
9. General discussion on RPAC’s role in types of motions and recommendations for letters of support (Mono County staff) Heather deBethizy led this discussing by reminding the group that the RPAC was formed to advise the Board of Supervisors and the Local Transportation Commission (LTC) on planning issues within the County. Therefore, the RPAC really has limited scope and authority especially on non-planning issues. However, it is helpful for the Board of Supervisors to know how the community feels about certain topics and it was agreed that the RPAC is really the only way for the community to voice concerns or perspectives. Sending a resolution from the RPAC to the County is one way to communicate on issues. Just as effective, especially with non-planning issues, is either a letter to the Board or just an informal polling of the RPAC members that is then memorialized in the minutes.  
10. Workshop: Mono Basin Community Plan Project Priority Exercise (Mono County staff) Wendy Sugimura led this exercise which involved 1) RPAC members stating their top priorities of projects to work on in 2013 and 2) after all of these were listed, RPAC members “voted” on the entire slate of project options. Mono County staff will compile the results of this exercise and present at the January RPAC meeting. The final results will serve as the RPAC’s work plan for 2013. 
11. Information items: (Planning)
a. Report of development activities in the Mono Basin – The BLM will not allow Mono County to remove boulders that are blocking emergency access near Mono City and the Caltrans reclamation site. No work will be done by BLM until the decision document is released. That date is unknown at this time.  
b. Other – Nothing else to report.   
12. Schedule next meeting: Wednesday, January 9, 2013. 
13. Adjourn: 9:00 pm.
 	

