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Chris Tinker/Mono County Tourism/ Mono Lake 

Alekos McKee/Mono County Tourism/ Bodie 

Introduction 

Mono County, California, is a rural county situated between the crest of the Sierra Nevada 

Mountains and the California/Nevada border.  Accessed by state-designated Scenic Byway US 

Highway 395 which weaves its way north-south, Mono County is 108 miles in length, and has an 

average width of only 38 miles. With dramatic mountain boundaries that rise in elevation to 

over 13,000 feet, the county’s diverse landscape includes forests of Jeffrey and lodgepole pine, 

juniper and aspen groves, hundreds of lakes, alpine meadows, streams and rivers, and sage-

covered high desert. The county has a land area of 3,030 square miles, or just over 2 million 

acres, 94% of which is publicly owned. Much of the land is contained in the Inyo and Humboldt-

Toiyabe National Forests, as well as the John Muir and Ansel Adams Wilderness areas. As a 

result, Mono County offers vast scenic and recreational resources, and has unsurpassed access 

to wilderness and outdoor recreation and adventure. 

 

The county is home to, and named after, 

Mono Lake, which is a large high-desert 

saline lake with intriguing limestone tufa 

formations, and is a vital habitat for 

millions of migratory and nesting 

birds. Mono Lake is just one of the reasons 

that Mono County was listed in the “Top 10 

U.S. Destinations to Visit” in 2013 by the 

pre-eminent travel guide publisher, Lonely 

Planet. Another highlight is the historic gold rush town of 

Bodie, which during its heyday in the late 1800’s was home to as many as 10,000 people, and is 

now maintained as a state park in a condition of “arrested decay” for the public to come and 

enjoy.  Other natural wonders accessed in Mono County include Devils Postpile National 

Monument, one of the world’s finest examples of columnar basalt, and the headwaters of the 

Owens and Middle Fork San Joaquin Rivers, two of 

the state’s most important watersheds. Yosemite 

National Park’s eastern entrance at Tioga Pass is 

only 12 miles from Lee Vining and Mono Lake. 

Mono County has several small towns and 

charming villages, each with its own scenic 

beauty, year-round recreational opportunities, 

natural and historical attractions, and unique 

characteristics. The County seat is proudly located 

in Bridgeport, where the original 1881 courthouse 

is the second oldest in the state to be in continuous use. The only 

incorporated town in the county is Mammoth Lakes, which is 
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Mammoth Mountain Ski Area 

Greg Newbry/ Bridgeport Valley 

 

Nick Souza/Mono County Tourism/ Antelope Valley 

Greg Newbry/ Bridgeport Valley 

  

located at the base of world-renowned Mammoth Mountain Ski Area, with a summit of 11,053 

feet, over 3500 skiable acres, 28 lifts, and an average of 400 inches of snowfall 

annually. Approximately 7,500 people reside in the Mammoth Lakes area year-round, but 

during the peak winter season, the population swells to over 35,000 when visitors from around 

the state, country, and world come to ski, snowboard, and take part in many other winter 

activities. The sister resort, June Mountain, just 20 miles north of Mammoth, offers uncrowded, 

wide-open slopes and a more peaceful, family-friendly alternative to busier ski areas.   

 

Summer, however, is when Mono County really shines. The region offers countless miles of 

alpine hiking, superb trout fishing at dozens of well-stocked lakes, streams and rivers, kayaking, 

cycling, horseback riding, golfing, and endless warm-weather adventures. Photographers flock 

to the county in September and October when it is almost impossible to take a bad photo of the 

fall color that lights up the Eastern Sierra landscape. Sunset Magazine 

named Mono County one of the “Top 5 places to Hike” in autumn and 

TravelAndLeisure.com listed Mono County as one of “America’s Best Fall Color Drives.” A wide 

variety of lodging, restaurants, and shops are available throughout the county, and commercial 

air service to Mammoth Yosemite Airport, just a 10-minute drive from the Town of Mammoth 

Lakes, is accessible from Los Angeles, San Francisco, and San Diego on Alaska and United 

Airlines throughout the winter, and from Los Angeles in summer and fall.  
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State and Federal General Guidelines 

 
The Mono County Board of Supervisors supports the general guidelines set forth below. County 

staff will apply these guidelines in evaluating State and Federal legislation, as well as executive 

and regulatory actions. It is the Board’s objective to implement these guidelines. 

 

To support the County’s service to the community, the County should: 

 

o Support legislative and budget efforts that protect and/or enhance local 

government revenues, maximize the County’s access to state and federal 

funding sources, and/or increases local funding flexibility; 

 

o Oppose any effort to balance the state budget through the taking of local 

government resources; 

 

o Support legislation that protects the County’s quality of life, its diverse natural 

resources, and preserves the essence and history of the County; 

 

o Support legislation that provides tax and funding formulas for the equitable 

distribution of state and federal monies while opposing attempts to decrease, 

restrict, or eliminate County revenue sources; 

 

o Support legislation and budget action which provides additional and continuing 

funding for local road infrastructure, including complete street features; 

 

o Oppose legislative and administrative actions which would create federal 

unfunded mandates and/or preempt local decision making authority; 

 

o Support legislation that realigns governmental services in such a manner as to 

improve the delivery of services and make government more accountable to the 

people; 

 

o Support the promotion of tourism, filming, and a diversified local economy in the 

Eastern Sierra in order to achieve strong economic growth and prosperity; 

 

o Continue to support legislation that honors our veterans for their service to our 

country; 

 

o Support efforts that further the strategic directions outlined in the County’s 

Strategic Plan.  
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State Priorities 

1. Protect County Revenue Sources - Many County programs are at risk due to the 

instability of State and Federal funding. The Board supports efforts to sustain funding 

enabling continuation of critical programs for Mono County’s constituents. 

 

2. Natural Resources, Public Lands and Agriculture 

 

a. Sustainable Funding for State Parks – Continue to support measures to sustain 

our State parks for the continued enjoyment of visitors and local residents. 

Closure or underfunding of these parks would result in a significant negative 

economic impact on our County as tourism is one of our most important 

economic drivers. 

 

b. Protect our Communities from Forest Fires and Promote Forest Health – 

Continue to support measures to address forest fire prevention and forest health 

policies and programs on both private and public lands. Continue to seek funding 

for legislation that supports these goals. Support efforts to gain additional forest 

management resources.  Support state disaster funding/fire response (i.e. OES, 

CalRecycle). 

 

c. Ensure full funding of Department of Fish and Wildlife Hatchery and Inland 

Fisheries Program (AB 7- 2006) – In 2006, AB 7 dedicated by law one third of all 

sport fishing license fees to be used for adequate stocking of Department of Fish 

and Wildlife Hatcheries. Beyond the funding dedication, AB 7 dictated the size of 

fish to be stocked.  Recent DFW actions, as well as state budget actions, have 

reduced the size of the stocking fish and not fully directed the fee funding to this 

program.  Mono County supports the original intent including all of the funding 

being directed to the hatchery program and the fish size as described in the 

original legislation.  

 

d. Support Bio-energy Action Plan Development –We encourage the various state 

agencies involved to continue evolving this field of work to produce cleaner, 

more affordable technology based on sustainable and healthy forestry principles 

in a manner that benefits rural Sierra economies. In particular, Mono County has 

encouraged state agencies, such as the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) and 

California Energy Commission (CEC) to provide funding for project scoping and 

planning.  
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e. Support legislation that promotes, protects, or facilitates the sustainability of 

our local agriculture - Mono County agriculture is an important local economic 

driver. It provides jobs, and contributes to the open-space landscape that draws 

visitors. Reinstate Williamson Act subventions and continue to develop 

alternative funding measures, such as the Strategic Growth Council’s Sustainable 

Agricultural Lands Conservation Program.   

 

3. Public Safety and Criminal Justice 

 

a. Marijuana - As new legislation to regulate medical marijuana continues to evolve 

and with potential legalization efforts, advocate for local control, taxation and 

funding for addressing the environmental impacts of illegal marijuana 

cultivation.  

 

b. State Realignment & Cost-Shifts - Continue to ensure successful implementation 

of the broad array of programs transferred to county jurisdiction under the 2011 

Public Safety Realignment, including appropriate distribution of AB 109 funding. 

Support state policy changes that will allow for greater administrative and 

program flexibility for County programs associated with this shift of 

responsibility.  

 

c. Rural Fire Districts - The population of Mono County is highly rural and 

dependent upon voluntary associations that provide basic emergency services. 

These volunteer fire districts provide services to residents and tourists, and they 

are often the first responders to accidents. Support relief for rural fire districts.  

 

4. Transportation and Infrastructure 

 

a. Transportation Funding - Urge our legislators to take decisive action to find a 

long-term solution to California’s transportation funding crisis, including 

sustainable funding sources for local roads and related infrastructure.  

 

b. State Highway Access - Mono County supports budget policy and legislation to 

fund rehabilitation of the Bodie Road (Highway 270) that provides access to 

Bodie State Park and to facilitate early Sierra Pass openings (including Highways 

120 and 108).  

 

c. Broadband - Support continued funding for broadband infrastructure 

development, service delivery, local access, and adoption strategies. 
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5. Administrative and Fiscal Services 

 

a. Support resources for improving county record keeping services and election 

administration and monitor legislation that may impact the following:   

 

i. Recording fees and process, and recorded documents;  

ii. Vital statistic fees and process;   

iii. Public records;  

iv. Unfunded mandates;  

v. Vote-by-mail, voter registration, election management systems, elections 

process, and election equipment; 

vi. Funding for records preservation (such as Board of Supervisors historic 

records). 

 

b. Support legislation to authorize all-mail ballot elections for counties under 

10,000 voters. 

 

c. Support the full funding of all Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) - Support 

legislation and budget efforts that continue to maximize the PILT revenue to 

counties and continue full funding of PILT without restrictions beyond the 

current authorization. 

 

6. Health and Human Services 

 

a. Ensure State and Federal Healthcare Reform has equitable funding formulas for 

rural counties - Affordable Care Act (ACA) implementation began in 2014, and it 

is vital that local government funding streams reflect equitable distribution 

formulas to service our rural constituents. Securing adequate funding to sustain 

health care reform measures is important to Mono County. Key issues include 

Medi-Cal expansion and funding for these mandates and continuation of 1991 

realignment allocation/amounts. 

 

b. Support the streamlining of the Medi-Cal administration and improve access to 

health coverage for uninsured families. 

 

c. Support greater federal and state resources for identifying and resolving cases 

of abuse and neglect of elder and dependent adults.  This should include 

financial abuse of this vulnerable population, and tracking the incidence of elder 

abuse and neglect in order to inform policy responses. 
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d. Support the establishment of a Foster Parent and Kinship Care, Retention, and 

Support fund to be administered through local child welfare services (CWS) 

agencies that would be dedicated to the recruitment, retention, and support of 

relative caregivers and licensed foster parents so that they may provide stable, 

loving homes for children in the foster care system. 

 

e. Support the state and federal resources to increase statewide capacity in the 

Adult Protective Services (APS) program to protect and serve seniors and 

dependent adults who are victims of abuse and neglect. Specifically providing 

additional resources for a statewide training system for APS staff, and supporting 

staffing in the California Department of Social Services to provide leadership and 

support to county APS programs. 
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Federal Priorities 

 
1. Support Funding/Program Preservation – Support legislative, regulatory, and budget 

efforts that protect and/or enhance local government revenues, maximize the County’s 

access to federal funding sources, and/or increase local funding flexibility. Oppose 

legislative and administrative actions that would create federal unfunded mandates 

and/or preempt local decision making authority. 

 

a.  Support full funding of the Secure Rural Schools program – These funds are 

critical to Mono County as they provide funding for Mono County Office of 

Education programs as well as supporting road maintenance to ensure students 

can get to and from school on County roads.  

 

b. Support the full funding of all Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) - Support 

legislation and budget efforts that continue to maximize the PILT revenue to 

counties and continue full funding of PILT without restrictions beyond the 

current authorization. 

 

c. Support federal funding for Housing and Economic Development Programs – 

Support the highest possible funding level for key federal housing and economic 

development programs, including the Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG).  

 

d. Support broadband deployment through the funding of infrastructure projects 

and grant programs, allocation of resources to broadband planning, advisory, 

or support oriented organizations - Mono County is a rural California county in 

which some of our communities and constituents still lack access to high-speed 

Internet. Though improving in the region through the Digital 395 Project, Mono 

County communities and residents still face barriers to connectivity. Having 

access to federal funds is critical, as infrastructure projects in much of the area 

are typically cost prohibitive and do not yield a significant enough return based 

on the small population.   

 

i. Support legislation that provides funding for infrastructure projects and 

adoption/education efforts. 

 

ii. Advocate for programs and efforts that move to improve the accuracy of 

metrics used to represent the current state of broadband in Mono 

County. Maintain an internal set of metrics based on best available 

information and knowledge. 
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e. Support legislation that promotes, protects, or facilitates the sustainability of 

our local agriculture - Mono County agriculture is an important local economic 

driver, provides jobs, and contributes to the open-space landscape that draws 

visitors. 

 

f. Support Economic Development Resources including: 

 

i. Maintain and support access to small business capital for local business 

development through the Small Business Administration. 

 

ii. Support economic development efforts that augment and promote 

business retention and expansion, as well as to create an environment 

conducive to new business attraction. 

 

iii. Support efforts to attract and encourage commercial filming 

opportunities to the region. 

 

2. Natural Resources, Public Lands, and Agriculture – Support legislation that promotes 

agriculture and that protects the County’s quality of life, its diverse natural resources, 

and preserves the essence and history of the County, along with legislation that 

provides adequate funding for stewardship of our public lands. 

 

a. Forest Fuels Reduction and Management Efforts - 94% of Mono County is 

publically owned, and fuels reduction is a major concern for the County and its 

communities. Continue to seek funding for priority fuels reduction projects 

around Mono County communities and key tourist areas through local fire safety 

councils and public agencies. Support funding for wildland firefighting so that the 

US Forest Service has adequate funding to fight fires and manage lands.  

 

b. Land Management Directives - Support Mono County’s tourism economy by 

ensuring funding, programs, and management directives for federal land 

agencies (including the Land & Water Conservation Fund) that facilitate the 

planning, building, and maintenance of infrastructure for sustainable recreation, 

travel, and commercial film permitting on public lands. 

 

c. Sustainable Fishing - Support the funding of efforts to bolster sustainable fishing 

and other recreational activities such as funding for the Lahontan Cutthroat 

Trout Recovery Program.  

 

d. Invasive Species - Support control and mitigation for the spread of invasive 

species to protect, conserve, and restore public and private lands. 
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e. Support Biomass Project Development – Support legislation that encourages the 

US Forest Service (USFS) to continue actively promoting and assisting with 

biomass project development.  

 

f. Support local efforts to develop alternative energy sources including but not 

limited to environmentally appropriately scaled biomass, solar, wind, and 

geothermal power generation while ensuring infrastructure does not degrade 

the County’s quality of life, diverse natural resources, or essence and history. 

 

g. Devils Postpile National Monument Legislative Requests – Support legislation 

to authorize a boundary adjustment request, and to designate a portion of the 

Middle Fork San Joaquin River as Wild & Scenic, as described in Devils Postpile 

National Monuments 2015 Management Plan. 

 

3. Endangered Species – Support a balanced approach of the implementation of 

endangered species regulation with impacts to the economy and communities of 

Mono County. Mono County is fortunate to have a rich natural heritage that should be 

conserved, and it supports the need to protect and recover imperiled species. These 

conservation measures must be weighed and balanced against impacts to the fragile 

rural economy and local communities, and every effort must be made to protect private 

property rights and avoid detrimental impacts to County residents. 

 

a. Sage Grouse Conservation - Support continued participation by federal agencies 

in a collaborative process to address Bi-State Sage Grouse conservation efforts.  

 

4. Public Safety & Criminal Justice 

 

a. Support full funding of Byrne Justice Assistance Grants – Support the 

preservation of funding levels for existing safety programs such as the Byrne 

Justice Assistance Grant (Byrne/JAG) Program and oppose efforts to reduce or 

divert funding away from these programs. 

 

5. Transportation 

 

a. Ensure that federal transportation formulas support rural road infrastructure - 

Mono County has concerns regarding the continued implementation of the 

federal surface transportation reauthorization program. Mono County relies on 

the network of state highways and locally maintained roads to link residents to 

essential services. Transportation funding formulas should provide funding 

protections or guarantees for California’s rural transportation system and reflect 

that rural counties lack viable means to fund larger projects that provide 

statewide benefit. We should advocate for formulas that distribute federal funds 

to support local transportation priorities. 
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b. Support efforts to protect the Highway Trust Fund and support programs that 

provide funding for local roads, bridges, and transit initiatives including 

pedestrian and bicycle systems, and other multi-modal transportation programs. 

 

6. Health Reform 

 

a. Ensure that Affordable Care Act (ACA) funding is maintained for local 

governments – Support the Prevention and Public Health Fund of the ACA, the 

nation’s first dedicated mandatory funding stream for public health and 

prevention activities, which supports Mono County health care services to 

underserved residents.  

 

b. Oppose efforts to reduce federal funding for Medicaid administration or 

benefits. 

 

c. Adult and Disability Services 

 

i. Support appropriation of $100 million authorized under the Elder Justice 

Act to support state and county adult protective services programs. 

 

ii. Support restoration of full funding for the Social Services Block Grant, 

which in California is used primarily to augment county and state funded 

in-home supportive services for elderly and disabled persons, and to 

coordinate services to children with disabilities. 
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Elected State Representatives: 

Assembly member Frank Bigelow 

5th Assembly District 

State Capitol, Suite #6027 

Sacramento, CA 94249-0005 

Phone: (916) 319-2005 

Fax: (916) 319-2105 

Website: https://ad05.asmrc.org/ 

 

Senator Tom Berryhill 

8th Senate District 

State Capitol, Room 3076 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: (916) 651-4008 

Fax: (916) 651-4908 

Website: http://berryhill.cssrc.us/ 

Governor Jerry Brown 

c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: (916) 445-2841  

Fax: (916) 558-3160  

Website: http://gov.ca.gov/   

 

 

 

Elected Congressional Representatives: 

Senator Barbara Boxer 

United States Senate 

112 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

Phone: (202) 224-3553 

Fax: (202) 224-0454 

Website: http://www.boxer.senate.gov/  

Senator Dianne Feinstein 

United States Senate 

331 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

Phone: (202) 224-3841 

Fax: (202) 228-3954 

Website: http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/  

 

Congressman Paul Cook  

8th Congressional District 

1222 Longworth House Office Building  

Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 225-5861 

Fax: (909 )797-4997 

Website: http://cook.house.gov/  
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