
Item available for public inspection in the Clerk’s office during regular 
business hours (Monday – Friday, 9 AM – 5 PM) 

April 15, 2025 

Regular 
Meeting 

Public Comment - Item #7E. - Consider Letter of Support for 
Assembly Bill 518 - Low Impact Camping Areas Act  



From: Amy S Heine <aheine@hhaconsulting.com>  
Sent: Monday, April 14, 2025 1:20 PM 
To: Rhonda Duggan <rduggan@mono.ca.gov> 
Cc: Queenie Barnard <qbarnard@mono.ca.gov> 
Subject: Re: Fw: For 4/15 - Low Impact Camping - AB 518 
 
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
 
Rhonda -  
 
This piece of legislation is TRASH.  It will only encourage additional tourism in a our county that is already 
OVER TOURIST!   
 
The County, in conjunction with the Town of Mammoth Lakes, has no plan in place to MANAGE tourism - 
got he marketing efforts down, but God forbid we manage our county as a destination.   
 
Case in point - Victor the Bear -  
 
During the Town Council meeting where they “heard” the reaction to the killing of Victor for acting like a 
bear, the meeting commenced with John Urdi urging the Town Council to hire a Tourism Manager, to 
which the town said, why us, why not you at which point the conversation simply became NOT OUR 
PROBLEM for both the Council and the marketing folks.  Then the public comment on Victor - this 
discussion was nothing more than a discussion about why we need tourism management as well as 
marketing. 
 
Mono County and the Town of Mammoth Lakes owe it to its year-round residents to put in place a 
Destination Management and Marketing plan.  Without such a plan, how can we possibly think creating 
more possibilities for tourism in our county - Perhaps when we can get the services our residents need, 
then we can look at expanding our camp site availability.  Say after the Tennis Court in Crowley is 
repaired and re-purposed with Pickle Ball - an item that has yet to get done in the 5 years we have been 
back despite being told it would get done imminently. 
 
REMEMBER - Great destinations are great places to live and work as well as to visit - let’s try focusing on 
the great place to live and work for a bit.  (Especially given international tourism is tanking thanks to the 
Felon in Chief). 
 
Amy 
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From: John Connolly <owensdrylake@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, April 14, 2025 2:59 PM 
To: Queenie Barnard <qbarnard@mono.ca.gov> 
Subject: Fw: For 4/15 - Low Impact Camping - AB 518 
 
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
 
Hi Queenie, I support the low impact camping bill for Mono County, support the letter of 
support, and agree with the idea in general. 
 
And it's not because Mono County will see a bit of the action from the new 15% TOT, but rather 
because I like the idea of expanding private land owner's rights to try different things to 
generate income to offset expenses. 
 
Hopefully the opportunity will be available to all, and not have some usually large acreage 
requirement.  Thank you for your consideration. -John Connolly 
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From: john hauter <johnny.hauter@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, April 14, 2025 7:43:48 PM 
To: Queenie Barnard <qbarnard@mono.ca.gov> 
Subject: Low impact camping  

  
 
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
 
 
Without knowing the particulars I’d say nip it in the bud.. There’s already too many tourists 
up here in case you haven’t noticed.. It’s getting harder to go anywhere on the Inyo National 
Forest without running into hillbillies illegally camped for months on end in places one 
could get away from people and obnoxious ATV noise.. Thanks 
Sent from my iPad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From: roberta lagomarsini <rlagomars@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 15, 2025 7:45 AM 
To: Queenie Barnard <qbarnard@mono.ca.gov> 
Cc: Rhonda Duggan <rduggan@mono.ca.gov> 
Subject: Hip camp 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

 

Needs a permit system similar to air b&b, need to be considerate of neighborhoods and 
density. Could be even more annoying to local residents than a air b &b situation. How to 
enforce. Need to have specific time limitations on length of stay.. 

 

Could be a real problem unless guidelines are in place. 

 

Roberta Lagomarsini  

Rlagomars@gmail.com  

 

Roberta Lagomarsini 
rlagomars@gmail.com 
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From: roberta lagomarsini <rlagomars@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 15, 2025 7:47 AM 
To: Queenie Barnard <qbarnard@mono.ca.gov> 
Cc: Rhonda Duggan <rduggan@mono.ca.gov> 
Subject: Hip camp 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

 

How do you regulate camp fires and cooking outside 

 

Roberta Lagomarsini 
rlagomars@gmail.com 
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From: Debbe <debbejean@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 15, 2025 9:39 AM 
To: Rhonda Duggan <rduggan@mono.ca.gov>; Queenie Barnard <qbarnard@mono.ca.gov> 
Subject: Re: For 4/15 - Low Impact Camping - AB 518 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

 

Hello - 

I couldn't log in to the meeting this morning due to my computer software, etc... Hip Camp 
is an interesting idea. I can see that the guidelines would need to be defined for Mono 
County. I logged in the Hip Camp website to review information. 

Some questions: 

• Would the owner need to live on the property? 

• Could it just be vacant land with no development? 

• Would there be limits on the number of campers depending on the size of the 
property? 

• I would assume that there would be a permit process. 

I saw the letter from the board in the packet. A good first step. 

All for now - Debbe Eilts 
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