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Steinberg Institute Honors Salvador (Sal) Montanez with Inaugural Richard
Van Horn Award

SACRAMENTO (May 27, 2025) — The Steinberg Institute is honored to name Salvador (Sal) Montanez as
the recipient of the first Richard Van Horn Award, recognizing his extraordinary leadership, innovation,
and dedication to delivering empowering, recovery-focused behavioral health services in rural California.

The Richard Van Horn Award was established to honor the legacy of Richard Van Horn, a visionary leader
who fought to improve the lives of those with severe and chronic mental iliness, as measured by real
quality of life outcomes including employment and housing. Endowed by his family and presented
annually beginning this year, the award is given to a Californian whose work reflects Van Horn’s core
values: a commitment to recovery, dignity, and meaningful opportunities for those living with mental
illness.

With more than 12 years of service at Mono County Behavioral Health (MCBH), Montanez currently
serves as Behavioral Health Services Coordinator, where he supports children and families through
individualized, wraparound care. His work centers on a highly collaborative model that prioritizes
real-world outcomes — housing stability, recovery from substance use, and youth engagement.

“Sometimes you're gonna have to go a little outside of the box to keep people in the community,” said
Montanez in a video profile, “We try to ameliorate the situation, or try to meet their needs here in the
community, before they have to go to a situation where they go into a higher level of care, like a locked
facility.”

Montanez’s approach is deeply informed by his background in chemical addiction studies and his early
work with the juvenile justice system. In every role, he has focused on bridging systems — connecting
courts, schools, hospitals, and tribal communities — to ensure that the most vulnerable individuals can
access culturally responsive and effective behavioral health services.

“Salvador represents the very best of what it means to be a public servant in behavioral health,” said
Karen Larsen, CEO of the Steinberg Institute. “His work is rooted in respect for the individual, an
unwavering belief in recovery, and a passion for designing systems that truly work for families. We are
proud to honor him with this award.”

“I know Richard would be very proud to help honor Salvador and his important work. He would be
heartened to see a new generation of leaders making a significant difference in the lives of people living
with mental iliness,” said Richard’s wife, Kay Van Horn.

In addition, Montanez joins Amber Williams, the Brown Brothers, and Doug Bond as the fourth and final
2025 Steinberg Institute Champion. He rounds out a distinguished group of dedicated visionaries working
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to ensure that mental health and substance use disorder support and services are available to all
Californians.

For more information about Salvador (Sal) Montanez, the Richard Van Horn Award, and the 2025
Steinberg Institute Champions, visit: https://steinberginstitute.org/champions/
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About the Steinberg Institute

Founded in 2015 by former Sacramento Mayor and State Senate Pro Tem Emeritus Darrell Steinberg, the
Steinberg Institute has been the driving force behind sweeping improvements in California behavioral
health policy. The Institute is dedicated to transforming California’s mental health and substance use care
systems through our Vision 2030 Initiative. Our Vision: California sets the standards for the nation in
prevention, treatment and recovery, where all people receive quality care and support when, where, and
for as long as they need it. Visit us at www.steinberqginstitute.org.
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