SHERIFF’S OFFICE

DEPARTMENT MISSION STATEMENT
The Mono County Sheriff's Office is committed to providing the highest level of professional law
enforcement services to enhance the quality of life for the citizens and visitors of Mono County.

DEPARTMENTAL OVERVIEW

The Sheriff’s Office provides law enforcement services for the County, including: Patrol; Jail; 9-1-1 Call
Center; Dispatch; Civil Services; Coroner; Emergency Management; Investigative; and Administrative.

CHALLENGES, ISSUES and OPPORTUNITIES

Given the uncertainty of last Fiscal Year, the Sheriff’s Office requested an austere budget. The most severe
reductions were made to Training, Supplies, and Equipment. Realizing there would be significant financial
constraints in the age of COVID-19, the Sheriff’s Office invested heavily in mandated training in Fiscal
Year 19/20, which allowed severe cuts to the Training Budget for one year. Additional cuts were made to
supplies and equipment. Another opportunity for savings was found by delaying promotions and filling
vacancies at entry-level hiring as opposed to mid-step laterals. These measures saw us through a drastically
reduced budget, but they are not sustainable year over year. The Fiscal Year 21/22 budget request seeks to
restore our budget closer to prior years, especially in the line items of Training. Events in 2020 that
highlighted social injustice and racial inequity brought intense focus on law enforcement and required
training. Deferring or denying training is a disservice to our law enforcement and the communities we
serve, in addition to exposing the County to potential liability.

CORE SERVICE AND PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The Sherift’s Office provides law enforcement services for everyone who lives, works and travels in Mono
County. We strive to maintain a high quality of life and a true sense of safety for the people who live, work
and visit Mono County. We patrol over 3,300 square miles of terrain by car, snowmobile, sno-cat, ATV,
boat, and foot. We answer all 9-1-1 and non-emergency calls 24-hours a day, dispatching all law
enforcement, medical and fire first responders. We investigate crimes; comfort victims; arrest violators of
the law; enforce traffic laws; patrol schools; attend community events; and assist lost and weary travelers.
The Mono County Jail houses those arrested for a variety of crimes, from the most minor offense to the
most serious. The inmates may be there just for a few hours or for as long as several years.

The Sheriff’s Office is also the County Coroner, investigating every death that occurs in Mono County.
We also provide Civil Process services, including evictions, restraining order services and enforcement of
civil judgements. In addition to the above services, the Sheriff’s Office provides the following services,
each of which has a separate budget:

Jail and Dispatch — Budget 460

The Mono County Jail and Dispatch Center is responsible for the booking and release of inmates, and the
maintenance of records, warrants and criminal history information. The Dispatch Center receives all 9-1-
1 and non-emergency calls for service. We provide dispatch services for the Sheriff’s Office, Mammoth
Lakes Police Department, Mono County Paramedics and all fire departments within Mono County.

Boating Enforcement — Budget 445
Boating Enforcement is fully funded by the State of California’s Division of Boating and Waterways
Boating Safety and Enforcement Financial Aid program. The Boating Enforcement program performs



boating safety and enforcement activities on Mono County’s 23 lakes, as well as provide aid to the Mono
County Paramedics and Search and Rescue when needed. Our Boating operation also assists stranded
vessels and investigates boating-related collisions.

Search and Rescue — Budget 450

Volunteers work under the Mono County Sheriff’s Office and the Search and Rescue Coordinator to
respond to a wide variety of missions in all types of terrain and weather. They perform rescues and
evacuations, as well as assist in searches for missing persons. Search and Rescue volunteers must pass a
background check and complete an intensive training regimen.

Court Security — Budget 455

The Court Security detail provides bailiff and courthouse security at the Mammoth Lakes and Bridgeport
courthouses. One Deputy Sheriff supervises the Court Screeners, and together they are responsible for
ensuring the safety of the judges, court staff and those utilizing the court facilities.

Office of Emergency Services — Budget 465

The Office of Emergency Services coordinates all activities of all county departments relating to the
preparation and implementation of the County’s Emergency Operations Plan (EOP), as well as the response
efforts of local, state, and federal agencies. Emergency Services works with our partner agencies during
any local state of emergency, including wildfires, avalanches, flooding, and other natural and man-made
disasters.

Off-Highway Vehicle Unit — Budget 145

The Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) program is fully funded through a combination of California State Parks
OHV Grant and OHV License fees. The OHV Unit performs education and enforcement activities, as well
as provide aid to the Mono County Paramedics and Search and Rescue when needed. The OHV Unit is
deployed year-round to ensure the safety of Mono County’s off-roading public.

DEPARTMENTAL ACTION PLAN FOR 2021-2022

The Sheriff’s Office will continue to ensure all employees remain current on training, which is essential in
maintaining public trust. This includes mandated training for all employees, training specific to specialized
assignments, and training for career development. This goal will be measured by tracking all training of
Sheriff’s Office personnel. An additional goal is a continued partnership with Behavioral Health and other
County departments to bring Diversity and Equity training to all County Staff. This goal will be
accomplished when the training is presented to the Board of Supervisors. A final goal is the continued
effort to partner with Behavioral Health and Emergency Medical Services to build a mobile mental health
crisis response team.
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4. Boating Law Enforcement 100-22-445
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8. Court Security 2011 Realignment 146-22-455
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9. Inmate Welfare Trust 720-23-000
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10. Medicated assisted Treatment (MAT) 147-23-460
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