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DATE: November 20, 2015

TO: Affected local agencies, tribes, state and federal land management agencies,
public water suppliers, and other potentially interested stakeholder parties

FROM: Inyo County Water Department and Tri Valley Groundwater Management
District

SUBJECT:  Input solicited concerning modifications to the boundaries of the Owens Valley
Groundwater Basin.

Notification/invitation

The Inyo County Water Department and Tri-Valley Groundwater Management District staff will
hold a meeting December 9, 2015, 6:00 PM at the Bishop City Council Chambers, 301 West
Line Street, Bishop, California to provide a public forum to share information and receive public
comment on a possible redrawing of the mapped boundary of the Owens Valley Groundwater
Basin (as delineated in California Department of Water Resources Bulletin 118, Basin 6-12).

For further information on the meeting, contact Laura Piper at (760) 878-0001,
Ipiper@inyocounty.us; for further information on the proposed boundary modification, contact
Bob Harrington at (760) 878-0001, bharrington@inyocounty.us; or Brent Calloway at (760) 924-
1809, bealloway@mono.ca.gov.

Background

Groundwater basin boundaries throughout California are established based on the extent of
alluvial aquifers, and are described in a publication of the Department of Water Resources
(DWR) called Bulletin 118. Recently the boundaries of basins described in Bulletin 118 have
taken on greater significance with the passage of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
of 2014 (SGMA). SGMA makes certain basins subject to new groundwater regulations based on
priorities assigned to the basins by DWR (e.g., very low priority, low priority, medium priority,
or high priority). These priorities, in turn, are determined using a number of factors including
amount of groundwater extraction, number of wells, overlying use, etc.

The Owens Valley Groundwater Basin delineated in Bulletin 118 encompasses large areas within
both Inyo and Mono Counties, and has been identified by DWR as a medium priority basin
making it one of the basins subject to regulation under the SGMA.

However, SGMA provides that local entities may seek modifications to the groundwater basin
boundaries set forth in Bulletin 118 based on either hydrologic or jurisdictional justifications.
The California Water Commission has adopted regulations laying out a framework by which
local agencies may request these revisions. DWR will accept requests from local agencies for
boundary revisions for at least 90 days following January 1, 2016. In 2017, DWR will publish
an interim update to Bulletin 118 with any boundary revisions approved by DWR. Basins will
then be re-prioritized by DWR based on the revised boundaries.



In the interest of managing groundwater on a sound hydrogeologic basis with a minimum of
jurisdictional obstacles, Inyo County and the Tri Valley Groundwater Management District are
considering seeking a revision to the boundaries of the Owens Valley Groundwater Basin that
would divide the existing basin into two subbasins, one comprising Benton, Hammil, and
Chalfant Valleys (the Tri-Valley Subbasin), and one comprising the Owens Valley (the Owens
Valley subbasin). The boundary between the two subbasins is proposed to correspond to the
Inyo-Mono County line between Chalfant Valley and Laws (see attached map). The purpose of
the meeting on December 9, 2015 will be for Inyo County Water Department and Tri Valley
Groundwater Management District staff to share information concerning a possible groundwater
basin boundary modification and for the public to comment on groundwater basin boundary
revisions. Subsequent to the December 9 meeting, the Inyo County Board of Supervisors and the
Tri-Valley Groundwater Management District Board will consider whether to submit the
proposed boundary modification to the California Department of Water Resources.

Additional Information about the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) gives local agencies the authority (and
in some cases the obligation) to manage groundwater in a sustainable manner. SGMA defines
sustainable groundwater management as management and use of groundwater that can be
maintained without causing undesirable results, where “undesirable results” means any of the
following:

e Chronic lowering of groundwater levels indicating a significant and unreasonable
depletion of supply;

Significant and unreasonable reduction of groundwater storage;

Significant and unreasonable seawater intrusion;

Significant and unreasonable degraded water quality;

Significant and unreasonable land subsidence;

Depletions of interconnected surface water that have significant and unreasonable
adverse impacts on beneficial uses of surface water.

Under SGMA, a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) must be formed for all medium and
high priority basins by June 30, 2017. Entities eligible to act as a GSA are local public agencies
with water supply, water management, or land use responsibilities. GSAs are responsible for
developing and implementing Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) by June 31, 2020 in
basins identified as subject to critical conditions of overdraft, and by January 31, 2022 in all
other medium and high priority basins. GSPs should provide management that will achieve
sustainability by twenty years following adoption of the GSP.

SGMA provides a number of institutional arrangements by which local agencies can form GSAs,
with the goal that each medium and high priority basin will be entirely covered by a GSP or
multiple GSPs implemented by a GSA or multiple GSAs. Where no other eligible local entity
exists, SGMA places responsibility for establishing GSAs and GSPs on counties. If local entities
do not form and implement GSAs and/or GSPs,"SGMA requires that the State Water Resources
Control Board step in and impose an interim GSP at the expense of eligible local entities. Since



groundwater basins are the targeted management unit, the definition of groundwater basin
boundaries affects how GSAs and GSPs will be formed and how basins are prioritized. Of
particular importance to counties is the correspondence between groundwater basin and subbasin
boundaries and county boundaries.

SGMA has certain jurisdictional provisions specific to Owens Valley. In the Mono County
portion of the basin, the Mono County Tri Valley Groundwater Management District is deemed
the exclusive local agency within its boundaries, and therefore would be the GSA for the Mono
County portion of the basin unless the District decides to forego that role. In the Inyo County
portion of the basin, SGMA provides that “Any groundwater basin or portion of a groundwater
basin in Inyo County managed pursuant to the terms of the stipulated judgement in City of Los
Angeles v. Board of Supervisors of the County of Inyo, et al. (Inyo County Case No. 12908) shall
be treated as an adjudicated area pursuant to [SGMA]” (CWC 10720.8 (c)). Although SGMA
does not require adjudicated areas to form GSAs and develop and implement GSPs, the parties to
the adjudication are required to annually report to the State groundwater elevations, groundwater
extraction, surface water used for recharge, total water use, change in groundwater storage, and
annual report(s) to the court. Since the adjudication applies only to a portion of Owens Valley,
GSA formation and GSP preparation are applicable to the non-adjudicated lands in the Inyo
County portion of the basin.

Further information on SGMA is available on the California Department of Water Resources
groundwater website: http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/
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Jeff Ronci

18 Nevada St.® June Lake, CA 93529
Phone: 760-937-2177 ® Fax: 760-648-7589 ® E-Mail: coachronci@gmail.com
Web: www discoverwhisperingpines.com

Date: November 25, 2015

Mono County Supervisors
TROD'’s in The Clark Tract

Mono County Supervisors:

Let me start by stating that I am pro growth and recognize the need for economic stability in June Lake, a
community struggling to find its place in the tourism market. For years the community has enjoyed a strong
summer economy only to have all the hard work vanish in the winter months. Local lodging establishments have
regularly used their summer revenues to keep the doors open during the winter months. This practice often
impacts the ability to perform much needed maintenance and renovations in order to stay competitive in an ever-
changing tourism market.

Mono County’s position of allowing for TROD's in Single Family Residential areas of June Lake Specifically The
Clark Tract is in my opinion a mistake. IFor years as a local lodging owner and operator we have had multiple
issues with tourists who rent vacation homes in June Lake. The traveling public expects certain amenities when
visiting the area and not all of these homes are equipped to accommodate them. For example refuse. Often trash
from these renters finds its way into my dumpsters. I have also on numerous occasions been forced to ask people to
leave my Jacuzzi hot tub because they are not guests but are renting a house nearby and the owner told them to
use our facility. Then there is parking and access. In winter months this is a real problem. At one time we as a
business were forced to issue parking permits at check in so as to identify our guests and police the use of our
parking facilities.

It was made public years ago that June Lake did not have enough beds for the local Ski Resort to move forward
with their expansion plans thus creating a strong winter economy to go with our already strong summer
economy. The need for beds in June Lake is a tough topic. Throughout the summer months the local lodging
establishments are often sold out. At Whispering Pines we have achieved occupancy of over 90% for the months of
June, July and August. 70% for the months of May, September and October. The months of November, December,
January, February, March and April are a different story. If it snows we can expect on a 38% occupancy at best. If
it doesn’t snow those figures drop into the single digits. So it's not a question of beds in June Lake, it’s a question
of the right kind of beds in June Lake. The Ski Resort wants all inclusive resort style accommodations. Most if not
all of the lodging establishments in June Lake are limited service facilities. The homes applying for a permit are
what I would consider no service facilities.

In closing I would just like to remind everyone that many hours and much effort was put into the zoning in June
Lake. This was done for a reason and didn’t happen overnight. Single Family Residential, Mixed Use, Commercial
Lodging Moderate, and Commercial Lodging High mean something. If you want to own and operate a motel then
purchase one or build one.

Sincerely,

Jeff Ronci
General Manager / Owner
‘Whispering Pines
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Mono County
Community Development Department

PO Box 347 PO Box 8
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 Bridgeport, CA 93517
760.924.1800, fax 924.1801 760.932.5420, fax 932.5431
commdey@mono.ca,gov WWIW.MONOCOUNY.ca. gov

To: Honorable Mono County Board of Supervisors

From: Wendy Sugimura, Associate Analyst
Gerry LeFrancois, Principal Planner

Date: December 8, 2015

RE: ADDITIONAL CHANGES TO THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT RESULTING FROM FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WITH CALTRANS DISTRICT 9

In response to the County’s response to comments, Caltrans District 9 provided additional information and
made further suggested revisions to the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and associated Environmental

Impact Report (EIR). As a result, the modifications below (in track changes format and/or highlighted in yellow)

are recommended to the Board of Supervisors as part of the adoption of the 2015 Updates and Final EIR.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN

e Page 26-27 (truck traffic data)

e Increased levels of truck traffic on highways are a_perceived safety concern. Highways-US 395 and-6
have been-identified-as-is an interstate truck routes and experiences heavy truck traffic,and truck traffic

on US 6 impacts residential communities. In 2006, medium- and heavy-duty trucks comprised 25% of all
traffic within the corridor (this and all further information on truck traffic is from Katz, 2006). Five-axle
single- unit trucks made up approximately 80% of all truck traffic. The majority of southbound trucks
used US 395 (61%) instead of US 6 (31%). The majority of northbound trucks used US 395 (59%) instead
of US 6 (33%). Truck volumes are generally higher in the southbound direction and the average peak
period for truck traffic is the midday period between 10 am and 3 pm. Safety concerns focus on the
impact of oversized trucks on the safety and capacity of two-lane highway sections and the lack of
paved shoulders and adequate sight distances. Narrow shoulders create hazardous conditions if
vehicles must pull over for emergencies. Narrow shoulders are also less desirable for bicyclists,
especially when being passed by large trucks. The recent four-laning of US 395 in various parts of the
county has mitigated safety issues in those areas but concerns about truck traffic remain significant in

the Tri-Valley on US 6, a two-lane road with no shoulders.

Based on Caltrans traffic counts, US 6 truck traffic in 2014 ranged from a high of 644 trucks (truck

average annual daily traffic (TAADT)), or 30% of the annual average daily traffic (AADT), at Silver Canyon

Road (PM3.953 Inyvo County) to a low of 207 TAADT, or 23% of AADT, at the Nevada State Line

(PM32.29). US 395 truck traffic in 2014 ranged from 578 TAADT, or 12.8% of AADT, at SR 203 (PM

25.75); 1001 TAADT, or 23.2% of AADT at SR 120 (PM50.74); and 384 TAADT, or 10.7% of AADT, at the

Planning / Building / Code Compliance / Environmental / Collaborative Planning Team (CPT)
Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCQ) / Local Transportation Commission (LTC) / Regional Planning Advisory Committees (RPACs)



Nevada State Line (PM 120.4). (Source: 2014 Annual Average Daily Truck Traffic on the California State
Highway System, Caltrans.)

e Page 40 (adaptation to climate change)
Climate Change

Potential impacts from climate change in the Eastern Sierra include flooding, a substantially reduced
snowpack,—and related economic impacts due to declines in tourism,_and impacts to ecosystems and
biodiversity." There is a need to assess potential related effects on the transportation system, to determine
whether there are critical assets that should be protected, and then to develop and implement adaptation
strategies to address those potential impacts.

Resource-Efficient Transportation System/Greenhouse Gas Reduction

Mono County had developed a Resource Efficiency Plan (REP) in order to identify the most effective and
appropriate greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction strategies. The plan includes: 1) a baseline GHG
emissions inventory; 2) a GHG emissions forecast and reduction target; 3) policies and programs to achieve
the adopted target; and 4) a monitoring program. The REP is incorporated by reference in this RTP; policies
and objectives included in the Plan have been included in the policy section of this RTP. Policies addressing
issues related to climate adaptation including flooding, reduced snowpack (and water availability),
economic issues, and ecosystems and biodiversity, are contained in the Mono County General Plan Land
Use Element and Conservation/Open Space Element.

e Page 87 (adaptation to climate change)

Objective 9.A.7. Reduce transportation-related hazards such as existing flooding, which may be increased
by climate change.
Time frame: Ongoing over the 20-year time frame of this project.

e Page 181 - Updated Table of SHOPP projects

Construction
- Cost
Project Name Route PM . = Comments/Status
($ in millions,
escalated)
Remove existing guardrail and install
. Mid-West Guardrail. District Approval
C Guardrail .0/69. $2.6
R 392 e 6/11/15. Program concurrence 7/9/15.
Begin environmental 7/1/16.
. Widen shoulders to 10 feet just South of
North Sherwin s i
395 6.8/9.9 $13.7 Toms Place. District approval 6/26/15.
Shoulders = s
Waiting for funding

' See Addressing Climate change Adaptation in Regional Transportation Plans, pages 80-84,
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/tpp/offices/orip/climate _change/documents/FR3 CA Climate Change Adaptation Guide 2013-02-
26 _.pdffzoom=635. February 2013.
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Reconstruct curb ramps, driveway
openings, repair damaged and non-

Lee Vining ADA 3% | 2LILL7 — compliant sidewalk. District approval
6/11/15. Waiting for funding.
Add 8 foot shoulders and treat 4 rockfall
locations. Environmental work
sheep Ranch Shoulders | 395 | 80.5/84.3 e completed with construction expected in
2017.
AisoenFales Shouldei Widen shoulders to 8 fee:t, install rumble
Widenin 395 88.4/91.6 $59 strip, correct superelevation at one
< horizontal curve. Construction 2018.
0.0/0.8 Widen shoulders to 8 feet. District
McNally Shoulders 6 43/84 $3.8 approval 6/26/15. Program concurence
7/9/15. Begin environmental 7/1/16.
InveMoiio:Ruinbie ' Install signs and. rum.bl‘e strip at
Strips & Sians var Various 04 numerous locations in Inyo and Mono
‘ S County
Green Lakes CAPM 395 | 69.8/76.0 $40 g(e);lzbliltate pavement. Construction
Replace or repair 40 (or so) culverts
Bridgeport Culverts 395 | 77.0/87.0 $15 north and south of Bridgeport.
Construction in 2016.
Widen shoulders from 2 feet to 8 feet,
install rumble strip, correct
Little Walker Shoulders | 395 | 93.4/95.7 34.5 superelevation of two horizontal curves.
Construction 2019. Environmental
Studies complete.
Walker CAPM 395 106.3/120 $143 Cold in-place recycle pavement strategy
=5 from Walker to Nevada.
Invo/Mono Bridde Upgrade barrier approach rail.
= : var Various $3.7 Environmental complete Jan 2015,
Transition Rail :
construction 2016.
Final Environmental Document complete
July 2013; Revegetation test plots minor
project underway. Construction began
May 4. Contractor proposes to
Lee Vining Rockfall 395 | 52.1/53.7 $6.0 complete the project in one construction

season. Phase 1 (slopes 1,2, 5 and 6) is
complete. Phase 2 (slopes 3 and 4) will
begin as soon as possible in spring
2016.

Italicized font indicates 2016 SHOPP.
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¢ Throughout
When referencing Highway 120 through Yosemite National Park, administratively change “SR 120" to

“Highway 120" to denote the roadway is not under the jurisdiction of Caltrans within the national park.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

e Page 4.2-9 (Truck Traffic)

“Truck Traffic Volumes. Increased-levels—ef£Truck traffic on highways are a perceived safety concern.
Highways-US 395 and-6-have been-identified-as-is an interstate truck routes and experiences heavy truck
traffic,and truck traffic on US 6 impacts residential communities. Whereas—+mMedium and heavy-duty
trucks comprised 25% of all traffic in the corridor during 2006, with five-axle single unit trucks rew
comprisinge approximately 80% of all truck traffic. The majority of southbound trucks use US 395 (61%)
instead of US 6 (31%). The majority of northbound trucks use US 395 (59%) instead of US 6 (33%). Truck
volumes are generally higher in the southbound direction and the average peak period for truck traffic is
the midday period. Concerns focus on the impact of oversized trucks on the safety of two-lane highway
sections and the lack of paved shoulders and adequate sight distances. As an example, the LTC is
supportive of Caltrans’ recent efforts to restrict large trucks from passage over SR 108 due to road
constraints. Narrow shoulders create hazardous conditions for bicyclists and vehicles (particularly when
vehicles pull over for emergencies). US 395 improvement to four lanes has mitigated safety issues in
parts of the county, but concerns about truck traffic remain significant on US 6 (a two-lane road with no
shoulders) in the Tri-Valley area.

Based on Caltrans traffic counts, US 6 truck traffic in 2014 ranged from a high of 644 trucks (truck average
annual daily traffic (TAADT)), or 30% of the annual average daily traffic (AADT), at Silver Canyon Road
(PM3.953 Inyo County) to a low of 207 TAADT, or 23% of AADT, at the Nevada State Line (PM32.29). US 395
truck traffic in 2014 ranged from 578 TAADT, or 12.8% of AADT, at SR 203 (PM 25.75); 1001 TAADT, or
23.2% of AADT at SR 120 (PM50.74); and 384 TAADT, or 10.7% of AADT, at the Nevada State Line (PM
120.4). (Source: 2014 Annual Average Daily Truck Traffic on the California State Highway System, Caltrans.)"

e Page 4.10-3 (scenic highway)
Figure 4.10-1 in the EIR does not differentiate between scenic highways adopted by the State versus the
County. The figure shall be replaced by Figures 5 and 6 in the RTP, which correctly distinguish jurisdictional
authority, and the appropriate references shall be incorporated into the accompanying EIR text.
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