Mono County Fisheries Commission
Wednesday, October 7, 2015 ~ 10am
June Lake Community Center, June Lake
MINUTES
1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 10:05am. 
2. INTRODUCTIONS: Introductions were made.

Attending: Mueller, Parker, Morton, Anthony, Jones, Burak
Staff: Simpson
Others: None
3. PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comment was made. 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (9-2-15) A MOTION WAS MADE BY ANTHONY, SECONDED BY JONES TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 2, 2015 REGULAR MEETING. APPROVED 6-0, NO ABSTENSIONS.
5. STAFF/COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS: Commissioner Anthony updated the commission on the bi-state sage grouse management plan in Bridgeport. Commissioner Burak reported on the underground water study at Conway Ranch and its potential impacts on future projects at the Conway Ranch site. Commissioner Mueller reported that the Inyo County Fisheries Commission meeting was canceled and that the next Central Sierra Fisheries had not been scheduled. Mr. Simpson briefed the commission on potentially canceling the January meeting, an update on SB-345 and the Mammoth Creek Clean-up Day approval of funding from the Board of Supervisors.  
6. DEPARTMNET OF FISH AND WILDLIFE UPDATE: No update. 
7. MONTHLY BUDGET UPDATE
· Fish and Game Fine Fund - $16,900 Starting Balance. $12,700 available ($3,500 encumbered for Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care, $700 encumbered for FOI)
· MCFC regular budget - $25,000 Starting Balance. $25,000 available 
8. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Bridgeport Fish Enhancement Foundation (BFEF), $2000 Funding Request– Staff: Members from BFEF gave a presentation on the current progress of their Cage Culture Program being implemented in the Bridgeport area. The Commissioners discussed possible improvements and expansion ideas for future years. A MOTION WAS MADE BY ANTHONY, SECONDED BY PARKER TO FUND BRIDGEPORT FISH ENHANCEMENT FOUNDATION (BFEF) FOR THEIR CAGE CULTURE PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,000 OUT OF THE FISH AND GAME FINE FUND ACCOUNT. MOTION APPROVED 6-0, NO ABSTENSIONS. 
9. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION - Fishing Regulation Changes on Rush Creek and RCCP Form – Commissioner Morton: This item was tabled until next meeting when a member of the Department of Fish and Wildlife could be present to help answer questions. 
10. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Rainbow Trout Population in Lee Vining Creek – Commissioner Morton. Commissioner Morton discussed a recent study that was conducted in Lee Vining Creek that concluded very little spawning Rainbow Trout remained in the stream. The commissioners discuss this as a possible outcome of planting only Triploid Trout. 
11. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Catch and Release Promotion – Commissioner Morton.  Commissioner Morton discussed possible ways to promote fishing as part of a Catch and Release marketing program to prolong the life and spawning abilities of our local diploid trout. 
12. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Lahanton Cutthroat Trout Study in Reverse Creek, Possible Funding Request – Commissioner Morton.  Commissioner Morton discussed the possibility of funding a Lahanton Cutthroat Trout Study in Reverse Creek and the possible implications of the results of the study. A funding request was not made, and the commission decided to discuss the topic further at the next meeting when staff from the Department of Fish and Game could be present. 
13. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Biodegradable Tackle – Supervisor Johnson: Staff reported on the idea from Supervisor Johnson to start promoting and using biodegradable tackle in the Eastern Sierra. The commission also discussed increasing fisherman access to more trashcans and fishing line dispensers. 
14. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Local Program Funding Application – Commissioner Mueller. The commission discussed editing the current outdated funding application to replicate the Mono County Economic Development and Tourism Commission application. Staff will bring the latest edition to the next meeting to make edits. 
15. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Trout in the Classroom – Commissioner Mueller: Commissioner Mueller tabled her item until next meeting when a member from the Department of Fish and Game could be in attendance. 
16. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Future Budget and Projects for Mono County Fisheries Commission – Commissioner Mueller: The commission discussed varying projects that might need funding this year and potential non-profits that would be seeking funding including BFEF, Trout in the Classroom, Lahanton Cutthroat Trout Study, Fish Stocking, Brown Trout Stocking and a Trout’s Life coloring book. 
17. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Mono County Economic Development, Tourism and Film Commission Update – Staff. Mr. Simpson updated the commission on the latest topics being discussed at the Mono County Economic Development, Tourism and Film Commission meetings. 

18. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
-Catch and release brochure

-Planting diploid browns into approved Mono County waters. 

19. ADJOURNMENT – Next regular scheduled meeting is November 4, 2015 at 10am in June Lake. Meeting adjourned at 12:35pm. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, anyone who needs special assistance to attend this meeting can contact  Jeff Simpson at 760-924-4634 within 48 hours prior to the meeting in order to ensure accessibility (see 42USCS 12132, 28CFR 35.130).  Meeting materials may be viewed by contacting Liz Grans at 760-924-1738.

