Mono County Fisheries Commission
Wednesday, April 1, 2015 ~ 10am
June Lake Community Center, June Lake
MINUTES

Attending: Gaye Mueller, Jeff Parker, Don Morton, Dan Anthony, Jim King, Gary Jones

Absent: None

Staff: Alicia Vennos, Jeff Simpson, Liz Grans

Other: Stacey Coreless (Mono County Supervisor), Jim Erdman (CDFW), Jonathan Fusaro (CDFW), Andrew Skaggs (Cal Trout), Ken Hoffman (BFEF), Ray Robles (BFEF), Tom Jenkins, Trapper Felt, Kathy Heinrich, Ted Carleton (The Sheet)

1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 10:00am. 
2. INTRODUCTIONS: Introductions were made.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT: None.
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (2-4-15)

ACTION: MOTION MADE BY ###, SECONDED BY ###, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 4, 2015 REGULAR MEETING. MOTION APPROVED 6-0, NO ABSTENTIONS.
5. STAFF/COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS. Commissioner Mueller announced that Bob Dunn has resigned, that she was going to try to attend Alpine County’s Fish & Wildlife Commission meeting on April 3, 2015, and that there is work being done to create meeting of all of the Commissions in the “Central Sierra” on May 16, 2015 in El Dorado Hills, CA. 
Jeff Simpson reported that the open position has been advertised applications are being accepted through the end of the month. Those with expiring terms are on the agenda for the BOS to be reappointed for another four-year term. An e-mail was sent out asking if anyone was interesting in private fish stocking, so far seven responses have been received. Very successful promotion at the Fred Hall Fishing Shows in Long Beach and Del Mar in February. The biggest concern of people we spoke with was regarding the water levels, there was hardly any mention of the reduction in CDFW stocking.  The Eastern Sierra Panel Discussion with Tim Alpers was well attended, Jeff also spoke on several morning radio shows. An e-mail from Sue Bruak regarding her review of the documentation on the groundwater storage at Conway Ranch was distributed. The last report was in 1987 and she expected that the current conditions have likely changed significantly. Advertisements with the tagline “Come on up, the water’s fine” have gone to print in Western Outdoor News and Cal Sportsman, and a request has been made to everyone in the County to help spread the word about water levels. CDFW says that they also release photos of current conditions. 
6. DEPARTMNET OF FISH AND WILDLIFE UPDATE. Jim Erdman announced that the 3rd Annual Trout Fest is set for June 27, 2015. Eggs were delivered to the Trout in the Classroom participants. He has hired an assistant, they are working on creel surveys, attending some of the upcoming derbies. CDFW will be performing the Crowley Lake opening day surveys as usual. Still monitoring frog populations, worried about them with the drought conditions. They will tag any before relocating, if needed. Meeting with Jim Tatum, Bishop City Manager, regarding options for grow facilities and aquaculture in Bihsop. 
7. MONTHLY BUDGET UPDATE
· Fish and Game Fine Fund - $7,035 ($3,500 encumbered for Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care, $5,070.00 encumbered for DFG Scopes)
· MCFC regular budget - $22,500 ($500 encumbered for the June Lake Trout Tournament, $2,000 Encumbered for BFEF)


8. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Bear Study Presentation and Update by Jonathan Fusaro –Department of Fish and Wildlife


9. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Wild Trout Presentation by Andrew Skaggs – California Trout


10. DISCUSSION/POSSILBE ACTION – Alpine and Inyo County Fish Stocking Update – Staff. Jeff Simpson called Alpine and Inyo Counties, and the Bishop Chamber of Commerce, to discuss fish stocking. Mono County stocks the most, $100,000 in 21 bodies of water, plus the $75,000 that the Town of Mammoth Lakes spends to stock the Lakes Basin. Alpine County along with their Chamber stocks $50,000 in six bodies of water. Inyo County spends $15,000 to stock three to five bodies of water, and the Chamber spends about $6,400 to stock one body of water. 

11. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Bridgeport Fish Enhancement Foundation, BFEF Update – Commissioner Mueller.
Ken Hoffman and Ray Robles updated the Commission. The $2,000 that the Commission gave them was spend on eggs and food. They are working on cage culture at Lower Twin Lakes, selling some of their equipment, and worked with DSTF to stock 200lbs. of 6lb and 50 tagged fish for opener. 

12. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Mono County Fish Stocking Procedures – Commissioner Anthony
*Moved to next regular meeting.
13. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Kids Fishing Festival Request for Funding $3,000 – Commissioner Mueller. Commissioner Mueller reported that she is working with Friends of Rolo as a great new sponsor for the event. She is working with a very small budget, but expecting the event participation to increase. Requesting $3,000 from the Commission for advertising and supplies.

ACTION: Motion by Don Morton, seconded by Gary Jones, to approve $3,000 in funding go to the Kids Fishing Festival. Motion approved 4-1, 1 Abstention (Mueller). 


14. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Expenditure from the Fisheries Commission Account and Fish and Game Fine Fund Account to Purchase Fish – Commissioner Mueller.

Motion by Dan Anthony, seconded by Gary Jones, to use the discretionary and fine funds for purchase fish from Desert Springs Trout Farm to stock 10 bodies of water (West Walker, Convict Lake, Bridgeport Reservoir, Grant Lake, Upper and Lower Virginia Lakes, Silver Lake, Saddlebag Lake, Rock Creek, and Robinson Creek). Approved 6-0, no abstentions.  

15. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION –  Mono County Fisheries Commission Strategic Update – Commissioner Morton

*Moved to next regular meeting.
16. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Mono County Fishing Marketing Discussion – Staff 
*Moved to next regular meeting.
17. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING. 

18. ADJOURNMENT – Next regular scheduled meeting is May 6, 2015 at 10am in June Lake

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, anyone who needs special assistance to attend this meeting can contact  Stacie Klemm at 760-932-5408 within 48 hours prior to the meeting in order to ensure accessibility (see 42USCS 12132, 28CFR 35.130).  Meeting materials may be viewed by contacting Liz Grans at 760-924-1738.

